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ments in his Order. It was with joy that he saw himself in disgrace and
at liberty, and retired into the little solitary convent of Pegnuela, in the
mountains of Sierra Morena.

God was pleased to finish his martyrdom by a second grievous per-
secution from his own brethren before his death.     His banishment to
Pegnuela he thought his happiness, and always excused and commended
father commissary and the other authors of his disgrace, and hindered all
others from writing to the vicar-general of the injustices done him.   There
were in the Order two fathers of great authority, who declared themselves
his implacable enemies, harbouring malice and envy in their breasts, which
they cloaked under the sanctified name of holy zeal.   In the saint's disgrace,
one of them, called F. Diego Evangelista, ran over the whole province to
beg and trump up accusations against the servant of God, and boasted that
he had sufficient proofs to have him expelled the Order.    The saint said
nothing all this while, only that he was ready to receive with joy any punish-
ment.   Everybody at that time forsook him;  all were afraid of seeming to
have any commerce with him, and burnt the letters which they had received
from him, lest they might be involved in his disgrace.    St John had no
other comfort or refuge but prayer, in which the abundant consolations of
the Holy Ghost rendered his sufferings sweet to him.    This storm ceased
when the informations of Diego were laid before the superiors;   for had
they been all true, they amounted to nothing which deserved any chastise-
ment.   The sweetness of the divine love and peace which overflowed the
soul of the servant of God all this time, filled him with interior joy, which
increased in proportion as he was more abandoned by creatures.    " The
soul of one who serves God/* says the saint,1 " always swims in joy, always
keeps holiday, is always in her palace of jubilation, ever singing with fresh
ardour and fresh pleasure, a new song of joy and love."

St John, living in the practice of extreme austerities, and in continual

contemplation, fell sick, and when he could no longer conceal his distemper,

the provincial ordered him to leave Pegnuela, that place being destitute of

all relief, and gave him the choice either to go to Baeza or to Ubeda.   The

first was a very convenient convent and had for prior an intimate friend of

the saint.   The other was poor, and F. Francis Chrysostom was prior there,

the other person whom he had formerly corrected, and who was no less

his enemy than F. Diego.   The love of suffering made St John prefer this

house of Ubeda.    The fatigue of his journey had caused his leg to swell

exceedingly,-and it burst in many places from the heel quite to the knee,

besides five ulcers or wounds under his foot.    He suffered excessive pains

from the violence of the inflammation, and from the frequent incisions and

operations of the surgeons, from the top to the bottom of his leg.    His

fever all this time allowed him no rest.   These racking pains he suffered

1 St John of the Cross, Flame of Love, p. 523.